
ANCHORED TO SERVE

Anna McKeehan, PO Box 602 Madisonville, TN 37354
Email: tngirl4vets@gmail.com Cell: 423-371-0184

AMERICANISM 1ST PROMOTION
DEPARTMENT OF TENNESSEE
JULY-SEPTEMBER   2022-2023

What does Americanism/Patriotism mean?  It’s a feeling of great honor and pride for a country
that is FREE because of those that have fought for our freedoms under “Old Glory”, the red,
white and blue. It’s the tears that flow from hearing our National Anthem at events across our
communities such as, school functions, sporting events, Patriotic Holidays. It’s when “We the
People” stand together saluting our Nations Flag or listening to the National Anthem.

Meaning of Americanism
1. Ideology that is nurtured within one’s soul through their actions, thoughts and beliefs in

what their responsibilities are to be, as they live in one nation, under God with Liberty
and justice for all

2. A custom,train or tradition originating in the United States
3. Allegiance to the United States, its customs and institutions
4. Love of country and the willingness to sacrifice for it

Meaning of Patriotism
Patriotism is the feeling of an expression of love for one’s home country, along with a feeling

of Unity with those who share those feelings.

Our Bylaws reads as follows:

Americanism is an unfailing love of country; loyalty to its institutions and ideals; eagerness to
defend it against all enemies; undivided allegiance to the flag; and a desire to secure the
blessing of liberty to ourselves and posterity.
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WE all should show our Pride of Country and our Nations Flag everyday of our lives. We live in
the Land of the Free because of those that fought for those rights. So, let’s show that PRIDE by
displaying our American Flag at our homes and businesses in our Communities.
We, as the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary should be sharing our Americanism and Patriotic
Spirit by sharing with others how to respect and properly care for our American Flag. It starts in
our own  homes, teaching our children and relatives.
We can go out into our communities and share the U.S. FLAG Code and Etiquette with
Businesses, Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Clubs, Senior Centers, Schools, Boy/Girl Scout
Troops and Churches.

We can encourage Flag Education by showing the following:
1. Conduct a Flag Raising Ceremony
2. How and when to display the flag
3. How to fold and store the flag
4. Teach what each fold, stars and stripes mean
5. How and when to Salute the Flag and the National Anthem
6. Offer to replace a Flag if torn and tattered
7. Invite Sea Cadets, Scouts, Community Leaders to Flag Retirement Ceremonies

Our Schools begin early teaching children about the Flag. They learn the colors, number of
stripes, stars and folds. But do they learn what each stands for? Maybe yes or no.
Here’s where we can help.  Notify your schools principals, Kindergarten, 1-5 Grade Teachers
and ask them if you may come in and assist them in their teachings of the Flag. Have Pictures
the students can color and identify the parts of the flag. Older Students may write a short
paragraph of what the Flag means to them.  Most importantly, Take a Veteran with you. If that
Veteran can wear his military uniform, the students would love that. Let him share her/his story
of service. Yes, these are young children but they are listening.
Take along the U.S Flag Code/Etiquette. Can be found at vfw.org/community/flag-etiquette
Many resources are also found in MALTA under the Americanism Program that you may utilize
as well.
Other ways to educate Flag Etiquette

1. Invite scouts to open your Auxiliary/District Meetings
2. Invite Sea Cadets, Scouts to walk in parades and ask their families to join in.
3. Go to Nursing Homes/State Veterans Homes/Hospitals do a Flag Program for the

residents.
POW-MIA FLAG/REMEMBRANCE DAY

1. Recognized on the 3rd Friday of September
2. Remembrance of those that suffered/held captive during war time
3. Remembrance of those still that have not returned home to their love ones



Digital Connections
Over the last several years the Auxiliary has been moving forward in technology and using
different avenues to promote Americanism and Patriotism. When promoting and celebrating our
patriotic holidays record your events, post to your Social Media accounts and use the hashtag
#AuxiliaryPatriotism

Ideas when tagging #Auxiliary Patriotism
1. Plan or Participate in a Patriotic Parade

a. Ask Youth groups, Boy/Girl Scouts to hand out Flags
b. Host events for Auxiliary Programs and capture the Auxiliary Traditions
c. Honor the POW MIA

2. Hold a Facebook Live with your Patriotic Instructor
3. Make a Video demonstrating Flag Etiquette.  Ask Blue/Gold Star Mothers/Veterans

Participate.
4. Host a Family Freedom Festival ( Great time to make a Video)

Most of all, partner with parents and educators to bring awareness to America’s Future leaders
about patriotism. As you go about this, it can build a legacy of our Auxiliary Traditions and
promote Americanism.

Patriotic Holidays between July-September
Independence Day…..July 4
Coast Guard Birthday..Aug 4
Patriot Day……………Sept 11
POW MIA DAY……… Sept 16
Air Force Birthday……Sept 18

Gold Star Mothers Day….Sept 25



Blue Star Mothers Banner
1. Mothers/Step-Mothers/Grandmothers(raised the service member)  that have or currently

serving in the Armed Forces
2. Don’t forget the Fathers…..They are just as important!!

Blue Star Banner represents a service member serving their country. A Family may put
this banner in a window or fly at their home while a loved one is deployed. If you see
multiple blue stars then the family has more than one member serving.

Gold Star Mothers Banner
1. Mothers of those that paid the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms
2. Don’t forget the Fathers…..They are just as important!!!

Gold Star Banner represents a service member who has paid the ultimate sacrifice for
his country's nation.

Silver Star Banner Represents those that were wounded or sickened.



White Star Banner Represents those dealing with Mental Health/PTSD.

Next time you leave your neighborhood, take a look at the houses on your street. You may see
these banners proudly hung. It’s a simple way to learn more about your community and connect
with those who serve it. Behind every banner is an incredible story of bravery, service and
sacrifice.  So take the time and say “THANK YOU” to those who have given so much for our
freedoms.

Please utilize our MALTA SYSTEM, LOOK under RESOURCES for all your needs in our
programs. So much is available for us to use.
If I may be of any assistance, PLEASE let me know. I’m here to serve YOU!   It’s going to be an
awesome year. We are all here “ANCHORED TO SERVE” our Department and Veterans with
Hearts that Care, Hands that Serve..

NATIONAL AWARDS FOR AUXILIARIES

1. MOST Outstanding Patriotic Community event
a. Citation to every Auxiliary that hosts a Patriotic Community Event.  Criteria and

entry form  may be found on Malta under Resources at vfwauxiliary.org/resouces
b. Entry Forms must be signed by the Department Chairman, Please do not send

them to national.
c. Deadline is April 5, 2023

2.  Citation and $25 to ONE Auxiliary in each of the four conferences that host the most out-
Standing community event. WINNERS will be announced at the National Convention.

NATIONAL AWARDS FOR DEPARTMENTS

1. Outstanding Performance Award in each Program Division based on criteria listed on
page 5 of the National Program Book.

Department Awards will be announced at Schools of Instructions/COA



AMERICANISM
Department of TN Report Form

2022-2023
Auxiliary_________

1. Did you utilize any of the Americanism material or resources available on
the National VFW Auxiliary Website.

YES___________       NO___________

2. Did you promote, participate, recognize, any patriotic day/or branch of
service birthdays.          YES_____    NO_____
PLEASE explain and send any pictures that you may have of
Your event on a separate piece of paper. Attached to this form.

3. How many of the following Flags did you present or distribute?

AMERICAN__________               POW MIA___________

4. Number of Patriotic Appreciation Citations given_______

5. Certificate of Appreciation or Respect for the Flag presented to citizens
and or businesses in recognition of their Displaying the American Flag,
POW MIA Flag and /or other displays of American Pride___________

6. Did your Auxiliary recognize Blue, Gold Star Mothers? _______
How did you recognize them?

7. Did your Auxiliary host a Patriotic Community Event? Please explain, send
pictures.

Please send monthly, quarterly reports.
Deadline for all reports is April 5, 2023


