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Free Flag for Vets is an organization that will place a flagpole and flag at veterans homes for
free. They are a non-profit organization started by a veteran in 2017. There is an application
process for the veterans.
You may find them on facebook as Free Flags for Vets or  Email: Jamie@flagsforvets.us

Service Clubs
Your local Masonic Lodge, Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion Post or similar service
organization can be a great resource for free school flags. You can appeal directly to local branches
or chapters of groups such as the Daughters of the American Revolution or seek help from the
national headquarters of these and other patriotic organizations. Inviting members of these service
clubs to the school for assemblies about flag etiquette or to mark Veterans Day could inspire them to
be even more enthusiastic about helping out.

Adopt a School Flagpole
"Adopt a School Flagpole'' In general, the program is for large outdoor flags, typically to replace
faded or torn flags that are ready to be retired. Let’s not forget classroom flags and small, hand held
flags, too. Each Classroom flys a 2 X 3 flag.  You can start by contacting a local business to join with
you to put a Flag in each classroom. Start with one school at a time. We don’t want to scare
supporters.

mailto:Jamie@flagsforvets.us


Community Business Partners
Schools work with local businesses on a variety of fundraisers and projects throughout the
school year. Many local businesses are happy to partner with community schools. It's good
advertising and provides the businesses with charitable donations that can be used to
reduce tax bills. If your school needs a big flag for the flagpole or classroom flags, appeal to
a local business or two to see if it can help get those flags at no cost to the school. Local
flag and banner stores may also offer deals to school districts in exchange for some free
advertising on a flagpole, for example.

Working with Donors
A heartfelt letter from a school principal, accompanied by a photo of a faded
American flag, is a good way to approach businesses or service clubs about getting
a free flag. A hand-written letter from a student or from an entire class, along with
pictures of the kids, can also be an effective way to get someone's attention. Of
course, a handwritten thank-you note from the students and school administration is
a must after a free flag arrives.

Flag Etiquette for Parades
Flags can play a prominent role in parades, and there are specific etiquette rules
that must be followed in order to handle flags properly. These guidelines can be
especially important during holidays like the Fourth of July, Labor Day and Memorial
Day, when the American flag may be a central feature in the parade. Some tips can
ensure the flag is displayed and kept in a respectful manner.

Position
Where the American flag is carried in a parade depends on who is carrying the flag
and whether or not there are other flags displayed. If a group of marchers is
accompanying the flag, the head marcher must carry the flag so that it is ahead of
the group. If there are flags from other countries represented, the U.S. flag must also
be the lead flag. Whoever carries the flag must hold it either in the center of their
body or toward their right shoulder.



Color Guard

It is traditional for the American flag to be accompanied by a military color guard in a
parade. This group of uniformed marchers follows behind the flag, marching in a
concise manner. Those in uniform must always face the flag for this procession, with
heads facing straight ahead. A military color guard also can help raise the flag up a
flagpole at the end of the parade.

Salutes
Saluting the flag during a parade is a typical way to show respect. One salutes the
American flag as it passes by, and it is especially traditional for those in uniform and
former members of the military to salute as well. If there is more than one flag in the
parade, it is only necessary to salute the first one as it passes by. Also, individuals
can choose to place their hand over their heart instead of saluting.

Hanging the Flag
At the end of a parade, it is traditional to run the flag up a flagpole, sometimes in
front of a city civic center or town hall. The flag should fly at the very top of the
pole--unless it is decided that the flag will fly at half-staff to signify a mourning
period--and should fly vertically to the floor. The side with the stars should be on the
north side if hanging on an east-to-west street, or to the east on a north-to-south
street.

Putting the Flag Away
There are also etiquette rules to follow when it is time to put the flag away following
the parade. It is traditional for two people to participate in folding the flag, and they
should follow the proper steps to fold it into the shape of a triangle. The flag is also
usually placed in a triangle-shaped box and
stored in a dark space to prevent fading.

Flags made be purchased at USFlags.com
Based on size….$3.95-$16.95 for Classroom

Hand Held Base on size and number as low as .47 cents each.



Company that Sister Leslie White shared with us in Tennessee to get Flags at our
Council of Administration.

Volunteer Flag Company
PO box 5424

Johnson City, TN 37602
1-800-976-1762

*****************************************************************************************

Since our Council of Administration, our Americanism National Ambassador
has put out his blog. I’m sharing it with all of you as it’s a reminder of our
Patriotism as Citizens and as members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Auxiliary.

The American’s Creed
I believe in the United States of America as a government of the people, by
the people, for the people; whose just powers are derived from the consent of
the governed; a democracy in a republic, a sovereign Nation of many
sovereign States; a perfect Union, one and inseparable; established upon
those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity for which American
patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. I therefore believe it is my duty to
my country to love it; to support its Constitution; to obey its laws; to respect its
flag; and to defend it against all enemies. -William Tyler Page.

Patriotic Instructor
Let us be ever mindful of our duties as members of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States Auxiliary, to see that our Flag is never desecrated
and to teach the people of our land what this means and to see that all are
instructed in the pledge to the Flag.



Pledge of Allegiance
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the
republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.

Building on the VFW Auxiliary Foundation: Patriotic Instructor All
Levels

The Patriotic Instructor shall see that the room is in keeping with the Ritual and shall
instruct the members in the proper use of and salute to the Flag. They shall also
maintain a record of all patriotic days and initiate Programs for their proper
observance and perform such other duties as the President may require. (Refer to
Article VIII, Sec. 820) • The Patriotic Instructor may carry the Patriotic Instructor Flag
in events and parades. • Each Auxiliary may have a Patriotic Instructor’s Flag, four
Color Bearer Flags, Flag and Banner Bearer Flag and stands for each. The Flag
Bearer Flag is 2’ x 3’, and the Patriotic Instructor’s Flag is 3’ x 5’. • The Patriotic
Instructor’s Flag shall be placed on the floor level at all times and to the RIGHT of
the presiding Officer, between the President’s and Secretary’s stations. • A
POW/MIA Flag may be posted prior to the meeting. (Refer to the Ritual, General
Instructions.) • Members of the Auxiliary shall rise and salute the Flag by placing the
palm of the right hand flat over the heart or use the Military Salute if a veteran. •
When Taps is played, all present shall stand, face the Flag and salute (if able). •
When the Flag is displayed and the National Anthem is played and/or sung, all
present shall stand, face the Flag and salute (if able). • When the Flag is not
displayed and the National Anthem is played and/or sung, all present shall stand,
face the music and salute (if able). • Review and keep one copy of “Understanding



Auxiliary Traditions,” available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. [NOTE: Patriotic
Instructor and Americanism/Loyalty Day in some cases have been one member
appointed by the President.]

Color Bearers, Flag Bearers & Banner Bearers All Levels
The Color Bearers, Flag and Banner Bearers shall have charge of the Colors and
banner and perform such other duties as the Ritual or President may require. (Refer
to Article VII, Sec. 821, and the Ritual.) • Each Auxiliary may have a Patriotic
Instructor’s Flag, four Color Bearer Flags, Flag and Banner Bearer Flag and stands
for each. The Flag Bearer Flag is 2’ x 3’, and the Patriotic Instructor’s Flag is 3’ x 5’.
• The Color Bearers Flags shall be held at attention with the right hand holding the
top of the pole and the left hand holding the bottom of the pole with the arm across
the waist. (Refer to the Ritual, General Instructions, Diagram 2) • The Color Bearers
carrying the Flags DO NOT sing the National Anthem or recite the pledge to the
Flag. (Refer to Ritual, Page 4) They always place the Flags in stands before sitting
down. Stands must be placed at the right of the Color Bearers chairs. (Refer to
Ritual, Floor Plan 1) While seated, Color Bearers shall sit at attention with feet on
the floor. • When Officers (including the Color Bearers, Flag Bearer, and Banner
Bearer) vacate their stations, but remain in the room, the chair does not have to be
filled by another member.
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